
                                                                                                                                                            March 2009 

Page 1 of 8 

  

 

 

Hilsen fra Presidenten Paul Olson:  Our members and guests at the 11:00 a.m. brunch 

meeting on Saturday, February 14
th
 were thoroughly entertained by a quartet from the Mankato 

Riverblenders to celebrate Valentines Day. A big thank you to Lodge member Carl Schoenstedt, 

who is also a member of the Riverblenders, for helping to arrange their appearance. If you are 

interested in attending the Riverblenderôs annual show, this year entitled ñRemember Radioò (April 

4 ï 3:00 or 7:30) and presented at Mankato East High School, please call Jon at 507-625-6141 or 

log on to the Riverblender website at www.singmankato.com for ticket information. Our Serving 

Committee filled the tables with great food and refreshments. Thank you to Chairpersons Orrin 

and Leslee Ausen and their committee members Ruth Davidson, Erlys Krueger, Marilyn Linnett, 

Judy Lokensgard, Karen Sandersfeld, Roger & Sharon Bakken, Ardyce Christianson Deanne 

Schabert , Richard & Bev Linnes, and Opal Helberg and Kay Hubbard.  Many thanks to members of 

the Committee who contributed food or made a donation. A fascinating ñHeritage Show and Tellò 

comprised our program for the meeting and so many interesting family heritage stories were shared. 

Mange tusen takk to the following members who participated. Following is a list of some of the 

items they presented: Curtis and Betty Bjornson ï ñOld Books / Rosemaling / Hardangerò; Lois 

Otto ï ñA set of cups from Norway / Rosemaling Clothò; Harold Rodning ï ñTrollsò; Mike 

Lokensgard ï ñHunting Knife from Norwayò; Rita Schoenstedt ï ñCupò;  Karen Sandersfeld ï 

ñNorwegian Sweatersò; Kris Norland ï ñPicture of Family Area in Norway; Janice Ahlness ï 

ñBellows from Norwayò; Marilyn Bigbee ï ñNorwegian Pin (Jewelry)ò; Jean Benson ï ñStone from 

Near Stavangerò; Wayne Brekke ï ñHis Fatherôs Book entitled ñIntercessionò. Congratulations to 

Kent and Marilyn Bigbee who were awarded SON Sports and Fitness Medals for reaching their 

goals in walking. Hopefully more of our members will begin keeping track of their exercise activity 

and earn medals for themselves.You can always invite a potential new member or guest to any 

lodge meeting. When you ask them, specifically mention the date and time of the next meeting--

which is March 14th at 11:00 a.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the Heritage Room. The 

program will be ñNorwegian Wedding Customsò presented by David and Lynn Susag from 

Lanesboro. 

LODGE MEETING CHANGE FOR JANUARY -FEBRUARY-MARCH  
Due to anticipated lower attendance during January, February and March, our monthly Lodge 

meetings will be held in the Heritage Room at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. During these three 

months only, the meetings will begin at 11:00 a.m. and follow a brunch format. We are so 

grateful to Bethlehem for continuing to provide meeting space for us ï mange tusen takk. 

 

 

 

March Lodge Meeting   Saturday March 14
th

 11:00 am  Heritage Room at Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church    Program: Norwegian Wedding Customs March  Serving Chairs: 

Irene/Warren Mickelson and Lois Kitzmann March Serving Committee: Wyonne 

Adamson, Duane/Janice Ahlness, Eric/Lori Ahlness, Kent/Marilyn Bigbee, Delores Buege, 

Doug Johnson, Irene Johnson, Jim/Shirley Moody, Lyllah Mae/Dick/Kris Norland, Harold 

Rodning, Owen/Evelyn Swenson. 

 

 
 

http://www.singmankato.com/
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                                           Luren Singers 
 

 

 

We are excited to have the privilege of hosting the ñLuren Singersò on Saturday, May 30
th
  at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Sanctuary. A percentage of the total proceeds will be donated to one or more 

local Mankato charities. You can register to attend the concert in a variety of ways ï (1) a registration 

sheet will be available at each upcoming Lodge meeting (please pay at the time of registration); (2) download 

a registration form from our SON website www.sonsofnorwaymankato.org;  (3) complete the ñClip & Mailò 

form included in this newsletter; or (4) request a registration form by e-mail from Paul Olson at 

po224@charter.net. Once registered, you simply need to check-in at the registration table in the Narthex of 

the church on the day of the concert. Jodie Wallschlaeger is in charge of organizing the ñafter concertò pot-

luck for the Luren Singers & SON members. She may be calling upon some of you to help her. We will also 

be needing volunteers to help in a variety of areas ï you can sign up at each of our Lodge meetings or send an 

e-mail to Paul Olson at po224@charter.net. 

-ñHosts/Greetersò for the Luren Singers: from arrival through departure ï singles or 

      couples, if you have a Bunad, Norwegian sweater or other article of Norwegian wear, 

      & are interested, we can certainly use you here.   

-ñ Narthex Areaò ï selling tickets at the door, SON Information Table, and registration 

      table for those who paid in-advance, etc. 

-ñClean Upò ï help straighten up the Sanctuary, Narthex & dining hall 

-ñAs Neededò ï if you are available to help in any way regardless of where you might be 

      needed. 

By all of us working together, we can make this a wonderfully successful event for our Lodge and the 

community. Thank you for volunteering to help. 

 

http://www.sonsofnorwaymankato.org/
mailto:po224@charter.net
mailto:po224@charter.net
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                                    LUREN SINGING SOCIETY 
The ñLuren Singersò, from Decorah, IA, will present a public concert of sacred and secular music on 

Saturday, May 30
th

, 3:00 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  They sing about 30 concerts per year and 

their repertoire includes classicals, spirituals, folk songs,hymn tunes, contemporary genre and Scandinavian 

favorites. This music event is being sponsored by the Mankato Sons of Norway Elvesvingen Lodge 1-582. 

 

Dr. David Judisch has directed the Luren Singers for the last 34 years and is a Professor of Voice and Opera 

at Luther College. He also serves as Director-in-Chief for the Norwegian Singers Association of America. 

Bernhard Gluth  has been the Assistant Director of Luren since 1972 and is the chair of Lurenôs Music 

Committee. He taught instrumental music for 29 years prior to his retirement.  

 

The Luren Singing Society members live in Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. They trace their beginnings to 

1868 , when four young Norwegian immigrants started a quartet to preserve memories of music from their 

native land. They are the oldest Norwegian-American male chorus in continuous existence in the United 

States. The Luren Singing Society often sings in churches and community centers in the upper Midwest.  

 

They have toured Norway numerous times and in 1993, they performed in private audience for His Majesty, 

King Harald V, in the Royal Palace in Oslo. Their most recent tour was to northern Norway in June, 2001. 

They were also 1 of 11 participating choruses at Sangerfest in Fargo, N.D. last summer. 

 

VELKOMMEN: Come and enjoy wonderful choral music  

Please Clip & Mail  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 

 LUREN SINGERS  
Sponsored by   Saturday ð May 30 ð 3:00 p.m.  

Elvesvingen Lodge  Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

Mankato   720 South 2 nd  St. ð Mankato  

 

* Advance Registration *  

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to one or more local Mankato charities. 

 

12 and under    ______ @ Free 

13 through college age   ______ @ $7.50 

SON member in -advance  ______ @ $7.50 

General Public in -advance  ______ @ $10.00 

At -the -door     ______ @ $12.00 

Total Due     $_________ 

              (non -refundable)

  

Thank you for sending a check payable to:     *No ticket will be sent  

Sons of Norway ð Elvesvingen Lodge       *Please check-in at the Registration Table 

PO Box 1091; Mankato, MN  56002  

 
Name: _________________________________  Phone: _____________  E-Mail ________________________ 
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March Program Change 

Please note that the Lodge programs for March and May, as printed in your 2008 Yearbook, have been 

switched.  

- The March program will be ñNorwegian Wedding Customsò as presented by David and Lynn Susag. 

David is the Zone 5 Director for District One (Elvesvingen Lodge is in Zone 5). David and Lynn live in 

Lanesboro, MN and we look forward to having them with us as we learn more about the colorful and 

festive traditions that are still an important part of weddings in Norway. Many of the customs are not as 

prevalent as they once were and the opportunity to experience a Norwegian wedding first hand is a special 

treat for visitors.  

- The May program will be ñBunadsò as presented by Ruth Sylte of Northfield, MN. Ruth is part of a 

musical group known as ñMulteò and they played for us at the District One Convention Banquet this past 

June. You may wish to check out their website, www.multemusic.com, for more information as it becomes 

available about Ruth hosting a weekly hour-long radio program in February on Nordic music and 

traditions, a dance band from Norway (ñKvartsò) that will perform in Northfield at the end of March, and 

one of Norwayôs top hardanger fiddlers from Voss giving a concert in Northfield at the beginning of April. 

If youôre interested in learning more about Norwegian music, Ruth will be offering a 

 8-week class as part of the Cannon Valley Elder Collegium (www.cvec.org).  

 

Sons of Norway Finance Corner 
 

 Are banks paying over 5% on their CD's?? Sons of Norway's NEW Nordic Annuity has a first year rate 

of return from 5.25% to 6.55%*!  Ask your Financial Benefits Counselor for details. This Single Premium 

product also enjoys a shorter surrender charge period. (Interest rates and bonuses are effective 3/1/2008 and 

are subject to change)            Contact Ralph Carpenter 507-451-3450 

 

 

                                 

                                                           

                                                                                                                    

  

 

 

  

   

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                            

            

 

 

 

 

   

         

 

 

                         Mankato Riverblenders                                                      Nice Socks                                                                                                                       

http://www.multemusic.com/
http://www.cvec.org/
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                 Show and Tell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

                                                               Harold Rodning ï ñTrollsò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curtis & Betty Bjornson showing Rosemaling                     Lois Otto with a set of cups from Norway 

 

                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

           Janice Ahlnessôs Bellows                                   Wayne Brekkeôs Fathers Book ñIntercessionò                     
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    Marilyn Bigbeeôs Norwegian Pin                                         Jean Benson sharing her stone               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Kris Norland with Picture                                           Mike Lokensgardôs Hunting Knife 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Rita Schoenstedt ï ñCupò                                       Karen Sandersfeld ï ñNorwegian Sweatersò 


