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A big “Thanks”  goes out to all who helped out our lodge in 
any capacity in 2005. 
And a special “Tusen Takk”  to Delores Buege, “ retiring“  from 
distributing the newsletter each month.  Thank you, Delores! 

 
Hilsen Fra Presidenten- Audrey Morken 
Godt Nyttar til allesammen! (Happy New Year to everybody!)  I can’ t believe we have closed out 
another year.  It’s been a pleasure working with all of you and being a part of this great 
organization this past year.  I believe 2006 will be yet another fruitful and busy year as we have a 
great venue of programs and activities scheduled.  We are working hard to provide and promote 
our Norwegian and Scandinavian culture, as well as trying to be creative in our fundraising efforts 
for the District Convention that will be held in Mankato in the year 2008.  Seems too far off to 
worry about, but it is approaching fast.   All of the things do not ‘ just happen’ .  It takes a lot of 
hours planning and arranging for people to give up their time to help out.  So as we look ahead to a 
new year, we hope you continue to enjoy the programs and culture we provide.  Have a wonderful 
2006! 
 
January’s meeting:  We hope you can join us for the Jan 14 meeting as Maria-Claudia Tomany 
(MSU professor in Scandinavian Studies) speaks to us about John Stoddard, an American Traveler 
of the late 19th century, who journeyed through Norway.  He wrote hilarious stories about his 
travels and took many photographs.   Professor Tomany is also offering courses on Scandinavian 
topics and languages this spring.  Senior Citizens (62+) can audit these classes for free or pay $20 
per credit if working towards a degree.  If interested, please contact the Registrar’s Office at MSU 
(http://www.mnsu.edu/registrar /  
 
Looking for  a Catchy slogan   Are you good at coming up with catchy phrases or slogans?  If you 
are, we have a contest for you. We are looking for a slogan for the 2008 SON convention that will 
be held in Mankato. The slogan should be something that encompasses Mankato or Minnesota and 
its Norwegian heritage.  It need only be 4-8 words long. The contest deadline is Mar. 1st.  There 
will be a $25 pr ize for  the winner .  Good luck!  Please send your entry on your own piece of 
paper to: Sons of Norway- Elvesvingen Lodge 1-582, P.O. Box 1091, Mankato, MN 56002. 
 
Language Camp Scholarships      2006 Scholarships are now available from our local lodge for 
grandparents or parents interested in sending their grandchildren or children to next year’s 
Skogfjorden in Bemidji or Masse Moro in Eau Claire, WI.  Deadline for applications is Feb. 1st, 
2006.  Please call Audrey Morken at 387-2223 for more info. 
 

January meeting: Saturday, January 14- 5:30 PM, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Mankato 
Program: John Stoddard’s Lecture on Norway- presented by Maria- Claudia Tomany 
Serving Committee: Audrey Morken (Chair) and Members (A-Bo) 
Transportation Available for non-night time drivers: call Dick Norland at 625-6060 
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              Lodge picnic in June at Land                          Membership Banquet at Applewood 
               of Memories Park 

 

   
      The Queens of Kringla Baking                         Bus trip to American Swedish  
            (Clockwise from left: Jane                                Institute  
             Torgerson, Margaret Walsvick,  
             Marlys Heller, & Judy Lokensgard 
 

   
      The 3 Norseman  (L-R:                                   L-R ( Delores Buege, Jodie  
            Joel Brude, Curt Eidhammer,                          Wallschlaeger, Marilyn Bigbee                                                                                                
             Dick Norland)                                                 at the Julebord 
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 New Board Members:    We have two new board members!  Please welcome Pam Borchert who 
will be taking over the secretarial duties, and Karen Lundblad who is the new Vice President.  
Both of these ladies have graciously accepted the responsibilities of these two roles and no doubt 
will add their wonderful talents to this organization. 
 
Ibsen Festival.  If you read the article in this month’s Viking magazine, about Henrik Ibsen, you 
noticed that his legacy as a playwright in the late 1800’s lives on throughout the world and 
especially in our own backyard. Can you believe more than 500 events and festivals have already 
been scheduled around the world to commemorate the 100th anniversary of his death? And another 
interesting fact is that at least one of his twenty-six   plays will be performed in the world every 
single day in 2006!   Much closer to home is the annual Ibsen festival held in Lanesboro, MN at 
the Commonweal Theatre from Feb. 3-5.  Ibsen’s featured play is “When the Dead Awaken,”  his 
final work.  One can call the theatre for more information about times and dates at 1-800-657-
7025.  There is no bus trip planned for this festival. However, since this play runs through spring 
and if there is a strong interest from our lodge, there is a good chance a bus trip will be announced.  
Keep your ears open!  Anyone interested, please contact Audrey or Jodie. 
 
Julebord 2005.   Another successful event!  Thanks to Marlys Heller and Karen Lundblad for the 
music and fun stories about the traditional Christmas songs!  And also Joel Botten for his 
installation duties! It was nice to have a few guests from the German and Swedish Clubs as well. 
Thanks also to the serving chairs, Jodie Wallschlaeger and Marilyn Bigbee and all who brought 
food!  As usual, the food and fellowship were superb! 
 
" Hilsener"  from your  new vice president! (That was fun . . . I©ve never spoken Norwegian 
before.) Thank you for the opportunity to serve as an officer, and please know I©m eagerly looking 
forward to getting to know each of you. It©s wonderful to leave the Sons of Norway get-togethers 
feeling so warm and comfortable. I believe some purchases are in order for me as I assume this 
position: a copy of "Norwegian for Dummies"  (surely there©s such a thing) and at least one 
Norwegian sweater. Maybe several. In various colors. As for my and my husband©s Scandinavian 
roots:  Larry is "mostly Swedish," but there©s a Norwegian great-great-grandmother in there!, and I 
am "mostly Danish." Over the coming year we©ll share more about our backgrounds, and we look 
forward to learning about yours. 
Takk now - Karen Lundblad 
 
 Check out the Information Table at our monthly meetings - pick up information on area events, travel, or 

SON financial products; sign up for lodge events/volunteer opportunities; view a copy of recent lodge 
minutes/treasurer©s report; check out the SON magazine for children under 15; purchase gift items offered 
by the District One Sons of Norway fundraising committee; or simply ask questions. 

  

Visit us on the web - www.sonsofnorwaymankato.org or www.sonsofnorway.com   
 

 
Have a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year ! 
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SONS OF NORWAY ELVESVINGEN LODGE 1-582 CALENDAR 
 

January, 2006 
 

·  Jan 14 - (5:30pm) - Lodge Meeting, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Mankato 
·  Feb. 1 deadline for lodge scholarship applications for summer camps- Skogfjorden and Masse Moro 
·  Feb. 3-5 Ibsen Festival-  Lanesboro, MN 
·  Feb. 11th Lodge meeting, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Topic: Norwegian Language 
·  Feb. 10-26 Winter Olympics, Turin, Italy 
·  Feb 23-24 - Barnebirke - Hayward WI 
·  Mar. 11- Lodge meeting at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Topic: Recent travelers to Norway 

Panel Discussion 
·  Apr il 8, Lodge Meeting at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Topic: Resources for  tracing ancestors 

and Lodge 25th anniversary celebration 


